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Newsletter – November 2019 
 

Meppershall Pre School 
Meppershall Village Hall, Walnut Tree Way, Meppershall, Beds, SG17 5AB 

Tel:  01462 850660    Mobile: 07816 357159   

Email: meppershallps@gmail.com (General Enquiries) 

Parents Email: meppershallpsparents@gmail.com  (To share 

information re your child / sessions / achievements etc)  

PreSchool Admin Email: meppershallpreschoolad@gmail.com 

Ofsted URN: EY551988 Charity No: 1031913 
 

Dear Parents,  

We hope you enjoy our weekly bulletins which Lou Slade sends 

out to you each Friday, keeping you up to date with what is 

going on at Pre School each week – Thanks  

This newsletter is our termly update with a few extra important 

diary dates – information that we would like to share about 

changes we are making / have made and just an opportunity 

to share more information with you about our setting.  

We have already had a lovely visit to Meppershall Care home 

this term, to deliver some harvest goodies and to sing songs to 

their residents. As always this went down well with both our 

children (& staff) and the residents! It really is hugely beneficial 

to both age groups. Thank you to all who donated to our lovely 

hamper that we were able to deliver to them, all donations 

were much appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: 

Thursday 14 November – In The 

Moment Planning Information 

briefing session from 9.15am for 

Parents (Appointments can be 

made for this at Pre School, but if 

you can’t make it please speak to 

Tamsin) 

Children in Need – 11th -15th 

November – Children can come 

dressed in ‘spots’ for a donation 

to children in need.  

Thursday 14th November – Tina & 

‘Mungo’ the puppy to visit  

Saturday 30th November – Hedge 

Planting morning with bacon 

rolls, coffee and craft (More info 

to follow) 

Thursday 12th December - Pre 

School Christmas Show – 9.30am 

Refreshments and raffle to follow 

(More info to follow- all children 

invited to take part) 

Monday 16th December- 1.30-

3pm Children’s Christmas Party –  

(All children invited - £5 if not 

usually in)  

Friday 20th December - Last Day 

of Term 

Friday 3rd January – Training day 

– Pre School CLOSED 

Monday 6th  January - Friday 3rd 

April 2020 – Spring Term  

 17th – 21st  February 2020- Half 

Term 

Monday 20th April 2020– Training 

Day – Pre School Closed 

21st April – 17th July 2020 – 

Summer Term 

25th -29th May 2020 - Half Term 

 

 

 

mailto:meppershallps@gmail.com
mailto:meppershallpsparents@gmail.com
mailto:meppershallpreschoolad@gmail.com
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Staffing & Key People – You have all been sent information, and will have been spoken to this term if 

their key person has changed, We do try and keep key people the same as far as is possible, 

however when staff hours change slightly, sometimes it is not possible for changes to be avoided. 

Please be assured that all of our staff are qualified and experienced practitioners and we take 

pride in the fact that we all know our children extremely well. On this note – please ensure you share 

any achievements your child makes, with their key person.   

After much discussion it was felt that the ‘buddy’ key person is no longer required due to us 

changing the way we have reorganised our planning and teaching of the children ‘In the Moment’ 

(Detailed below) Parents Consultations will be ongoing throughout each term, depending on when 

your child is one of our ‘focused’ children. You will be notified of when this will be in due course by a 

member of staff and will be encouraged to contribute to their learning more so than in the past.  

   Lift Off to Language groups started again this week for small groups of children. 

Kate will be running the sessions for children who are 3+ years and Tamsin will be 

running the 2 year old sessions. You will be asked to sign a consent form before 

your child is included in a lift off to language group, and individual progress 

records are completed. We really see children benefit from the small groups and have seen 

improvement in children’s self confidence and self-esteem as well as development in speech, 

language, communication and social skills.  

Bearing in mind how vital childrens speech and language development is to the holistic 

development of each child please visit the following website for information on what to expect for 

your child, and how you can help to support their speech and language at home too. The ‘building 

blocks’ can be particularly useful – just click on each banner to access further information.  

https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/building-blocks/?age-group=2-3-years/#title-banner 

https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/building-blocks/?age-group=3-4-years/#title-banner 

 

In The Moment Planning  -  

For those families who were with us last term, you may have wondered 

what our topic / theme is this term and what's going on at Pre school.  

Firstly, let me reassure you that the children have all settled back into 

pre school really well – both new and existing children, and we have 

had such a very happy start to the term!  We hope that you have 

noticed some of the positive changes we have made to our learning 

environment, both indoors and out. We have changed our teaching 

methods and ‘ethos’ to ‘In the moment planning’ providing 

opportunities and experience that ensure children become engrossed 

in their play and where all children’s involvement levels are high and 

that all children’s learning style is reflected within our environment, 

https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/building-blocks/?age-group=2-3-years/#title-banner
https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/building-blocks/?age-group=3-4-years/#title-banner
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hence the different ‘zones’ both indoors and out. In the moment planning is a teaching method 

that ensures that each and every child is known well by all staff within the setting. We will no longer 

have overarching ‘themes’ but will of course still teach children about seasons, numbers, letters 

and sounds as part of our ‘in the moment’ discussions.  

‘In the moment planning’ is a teaching model that allows child initiated learning through play, 

based on capturing the interests of the children through personalised learning. Staff will be alert to 

the needs and stages of development of each child and will be capturing the ‘teachable 

moments’ using quality interactions within an environment that is exciting and stimulating for every 

child and engages their interests.  

Each week, the staff will be selecting ‘focus children’ for the week. If your child is a ‘focus child’ 

you will be asked to contribute to their learning experience by sharing with us information from 

home about things they enjoy or have been up to, experiences from home and anything at all!!  

We will use your information, together with our knowledge of your child to further their 

development and spark their interests and therefore engagement and learning within our setting.  

After your child has been observed, during the focused week, your child’s key person will arrange 

to meet with you to discuss what was observed and what your child has been learning about, and 

how they are doing. We can then work together to plan next steps for your child, which we can 

use whilst your child is with us at pre school.  

Please be assured that when your child is not our ‘focused’ child, they are still getting 

exactly the same learning experiences and staff are really getting to know your 

children and strengthening relationships with them. The ideal is that we ‘trust’ the 

trained practitioners to know what your child is learning and how they can move on to 

the next stage in their development, through activities that spark their interest. Each 

child will be helping to contribute to their own ‘scrapbook’ which as you may have 

seen, is to be kept in their trays so they can access it and add to it at any given time.  

Whilst there will be less written observations of your child, the observations taken 

during their focused week will be of higher quality, focus on what the adult inputted 

into their learning through the ‘teachable moments’ and more relevant. The staff 

will in turn be able to spend more time engaging with the children day in, day out! 

We have the highest of aspirations for all of our children to be able to reach their 

utmost potential within our setting through activities that interest them the most! More 

details on this will be given to you all soon, and dates below will help us to share what is happening 

with you…  

On Thursday 14th November – Tamsin will be holding an In the Moment Planning’ briefing session for 

parents – from 9am If you would like to come, please arrange with Tamsin, so we can decide if we 

need to book a ‘meeting room’ for this. If you are unable to make this date please let us know and 

we can add additional dates or explain what we are doing to you individually if need be.  
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Pre School Library - Don’t forget we have a lending library so that your child can borrow a book to share     

with you at home.  

Home learning and reading with children at home has great benefits for communication 

and language skills in young children and we would like to encourage this. Children can 

choose a book from the library box at any time if they don’t already have one not yet 

returned. Please make sure you look after the books and let us know when you have    

returned it so it can be signed back in.  

 

Fudge the Bear continues to go home with children. He goes home with each child in 

turn with a diary for you to record what he has been up to, with some pictures if possible! 

This helps us to strengthen links between pre school and home, giving children a chance 

to bring him back and talk about what they have been up to together. Please don’t feel 

like you have to go somewhere special if your child has Fudge, even just having tea 

together and watching their favourite programme or playing in the garden gives them 

something to talk about. If you can’t print photos at home, please email them in to us at 

meppershallpsparents@gmail.com  

A Few Reminders 

Clothes & belongings – please ensure your child’s belongings / clothes are all clearly named. 

Please also ensure your child does not bring their most precious toy / comforter to Pre school as it 

can be very upsetting if it does go missing! (unless they need it initially to settle in of course, but we 

must be aware of this) 

Children must come with a coat / appropriate clothing every day – we do 

go outside whatever the weather! They must also have the appropriate 

footwear for outside, preferably wellies, as well as their plimsols or ‘indoor’ 

shoes. We would ask that all children bring hats & gloves in cold weather 

(also named). Please could all children also bring a 

complete change of clothes (suitable for the 

weather) as it is not only ‘toileting’ accidents but also messy play/water that 

may cause children’s clothes to need changing. Please check & replenish 

items in bags regularly too. If your child has an all in one waterproof suit or 

trousers / coat that they can bring to Pre school, please send it in as they do 

love going in the mud / water and this saves their clothes. We are looking at 

trying to access a grant to purchase a set of waterproof suits and wellies for 

our children.  

Children do wear their plimsols indoors, especially when wet – but please check to 

ensure they still fit. They are put back in trays at home time for you to access the 

next time they are in.  Please remember to check trays each days for letters / 

information that may be able to go home or for children’s artwork etc..  

mailto:meppershallpsparents@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plimsoll_shoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plimsoll_shoe
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Lunchboxes & Allergies –   

Firstly, a huge thank you to you all for helping us to keep our children with allergies safe. Just a 

reminder that we do not let any nuts / nut products into the setting and we also ask that they 

don’t have mayonnaise or egg in their lunchboxes due to life threatening allergies within our 

setting. Your co-operation with this has been really helpful. 

 

Please remember to cut grapes and cherry tomatoes in half 

lengthways to minimise the risk of choking.  

Water is provided at lunchtimes so drinks not needed unless 

you want to send one, each child has their own water bottle 

that they can access throughout the day. Spoons for yogurts etc are provided. Please remember 

lunchboxes are not refrigerated so you may want to include an ice pack. We do encourage 

children to eat savoury foods first, followed by fruit then yogurt etc..  

We do return uneaten food (except crusts etc..) in lunchboxes, to show what your child has left 

each day.  

We are going to be introducing much stricter healthy eating guidelines into our setting with the 

intention of introducing a PANCO (Physical Activity and Nutrition Coordinator) responsible for 

supporting the physical health and wellbeing of our children. We aim that children receive 3 hours 

of physical activity per day (if they are with us all day). We recognise that physical activity is also 

vital in conjunction with a healthy diet. Children do not need to bring cakes / chocolates in their 

lunch boxes and we will be actively discouraging this as we move forward. We will not be allowing 

in sweets to share out at birthdays, but will be celebrating in other ways with them.  

A leaflet with some lunchbox ideas is attached with this newsletter for your information.  

Sickness / Absence – Please let us know if your child is going to be absent for any reason. It is our    

policy to call you if we haven’t heard from you and your child doesn’t arrive.  

Children who have had sickness / diarrhea must stay away from pre school for 48 hours after the 

last ‘bout’ of illness. Please see our ‘‘Managing children who are sick, infectious, or with allergies 

policy’ attached to email.  

Safeguarding Children  Our priority is to keep the children in our setting safe at all times. 

Tamsin is our designated safeguarding lead, with Lisa and Louise acting as 

deputy safeguarding leads. All of our staff have safeguarding training.  If you 

have any concerns about any children, please remember that Safeguarding is 

everybody’s business and it is our duty to try and keep children safe.  The number 

for the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) in Central Bedfordshire is 0300 300 

8585 should you have concerns about ANY child or come and speak with a 

member of staff who will take it seriously.  
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Protecting your child against Flu  There is no injection needed for this, it is given as a nasal spray – 

please see leaflet attached for more information.  

School Admissions – September 2020 

If your child was born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016 they will start school in 

September 2020.  You MUST apply for their school place by 15th January 2020.  

You can apply online at https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions Tamsin or Lisa will be 

happy to speak to you about this should you need any help or advice.  

News from the Finance Officer – Angela Ridley 

Angela Ridley visits Pre School regularly and can be available to answer any finance / funding 

questions you may have. However, she does work elsewhere during the day too so if ever you 

need to get hold of her, she can be contacted by email in the first instance and she will get back 

to you!  Her message for this newsletter is… 

” If you are wishing to benefit from the extended funding for your 3 or 4 year old in Spring 2020 please be 

reminded that you need to be making the necessary arrangements now. Funding codes that start after 1st 

of January 2020 will not be accepted for Spring 2020 funding purposes. If you already have a funding code 

please make sure it is renewed on a timely basis as a lapse/late renewal can also result in a non-

acceptance for funding purposes.”  

      Email: angela.ridley@me.com          Mobile: 07947 949695 

Preschool is registered on the governments Tax-Free Childcare Scheme. Please contact Angela on 

the above if you need further information or are eligible and would like to use this scheme.  

Funding – You may be entitled to up to 30 hours free 

childcare (if you are working) and are entitled to 15 hours 

free childcare for ALL children from the term after their 3rd 

birthday. To find out if you are eligible please use the 

following link https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-tax-

free-childcare 

 

Please speak to Angela or Tamsin with any queries.  

If you are thinking of increasing your child’s sessions either in January or April 2020 please speak to 

Tamsin NOW as staffing is being arranged soon to cover sessions and spaces are filling fast, with 

many more children due to start with us throughout the year. Please secure your children’s spaces 

now to avoid disappointment! (Please bear in mind when they will be eligible for funded sessions 

when considering this)  

And finally….. 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:angela.ridley@me.com
https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-tax-free-childcare


 

      

     Page 7 of 7 

      
 

Details of some of our upcoming  events – (with more details to follow) 

11th – 15th November – Children In Need 

To support Children in Need, we are asking that children come dressed in 

‘spots’ or multi coloured clothing during this week or of ocurse they can 

come in fancy dress of Children In Need merchandise if they prefer. All we 

ask is that each child makes a small donation to children in Need during the 

week. We hope to raise some money to donate to this worthy cause.  

Saturday 30th November – Hedge planting morning – Support needed please!!  

We have been fortunate to have secured the donation of 120 small hedge 

saplings from the Woodland Trust, which we will be planting around the pre 

school play area on the morning of Saturday 30th November. This should be a 

fun event, where we will be selling bacon rolls (if pre ordered) and  hot and 

cold drinks – should you want them and you can come along with your child 

to help plant some hedges with us!  

More details will follow shortly, but please keep this date free as we would really be grateful for as 

much help as possible with this event, which in time will ensure our play area has some ‘natural’ 

privacy and security as well as our fencing and ‘camouflage’ screening.  

Thursday 12th December – Christmas Show 9.30am 

The children will be asked to dress in ‘nativity’ or Christmas costumes (or whatever 

they choose!) to sing some Christmas songs. All children invited to take part and 

parents / carers invited to watch the show. The Pre School committee will be serving 

refreshments and holding a raffle after the show!  

Monday 16th December – Pre School Christmas Party 1.30-3pm 

All children invited to attend. There will be a £5 charge if your child does not 

usually attend on a Monday afternoon (payable in advance). Father Christmas 

will be paying us a visit and all children will receive a small gift. Party games will be 

played and we will be sure to have lots of fun! Parents do not need to attend.  

Apologies for such a long letter, but I hope it is useful! Please make a note of the diary dates and 

also see attachments sent with this newsletter via email!  

As always, please remember we have an open-door policy so if you have any questions, concerns 

or would like to speak to us about anything please do! If it is something that will need some extra 

time we can make an appointment but otherwise we will aim to see you as soon as we can. For 

anything important we will see you straight away!        

Tamsin, Lisa and the staff team 


